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SecretPapers’
Pul in Recard

Washington, May 11 (AP) —
The seeret Nixon administration
Vietnam policy papers that Sen,
Mike Gravel (D - Alaska) Thas
been blocked for more than two .
weeks from putting on the public .

s record were quietly inserted in .
the Congressional Record today
by Rep. Ronald V. Dellums (D-
Calif.).
- 4Gpavel pave me the papers,
asked me to put them in the
Record, and T agreed to do it
beeause I think the "American
_people” have the right fo know
the basis on which the Presi-
dent's reeckless decisions are
being made,” Dellms said, -

Ife inserted in the Record with-

out objedtirng from any 1Touse
. member 239 pages of the memo-
. yanda. The material, semetimes .
- ' reforred lo as the Kissinger| . d
papers for President Nixon's na-
tional security alviser Henvy Kis-
. singer, tells of opposing Pentagon
R and civilian agencies' yecommend-~ , ) .
. ‘ationg on Victnam war policy in | .
1909, - . . '
All of the memoranda appear-
ing in the Congressional Record
had already been disclosed, in}
news media across. the countrye.
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457 By TED LEWIS . ]
* .. Washington, May 11—We are
‘how cornmitted as a nation to seek-
‘ing an end to the Vietnam war by

* “halting’ the flow of gupplies to”

“North Vietnam from Soviet Rngsia
and Red China. Whatever the risks
in this enterprise, the American
people must accept them, for the
gamble has been taken by an ad-
ministration they falected and en-
‘trusted their security to.

It follows that ‘on this one issue, NOW
“that it has becn joined, there 1s no pull-
sjng back, We have a jait _accomplz. The
harbors have live mines, What responses
come from Peking and Moscow must be
“pased on the fact that the deed is done.

8o it is futile to yaise voices, cither
“in protest or in support, for thure are
“going’ to be no changes miade in this
Nixon effort “to end the war” In this
fashion. Having <nid that, in connection
~with the all-out navgl and air avtion 1o
_~deprive TIanoi of military U

there are two aspects of Nixen Vietnam
" policy, both tangential to the decision to
- expand the war, that cannot come under

the national unity motif no matier how
pinch the administration tries to include
them.

- .\What is past is prologue. And there
3¢ no “question, despite Nixon's obtuse

evasiveness on the issue, that Viet-
- namization as hé had planndd it fz}iled
- gignificantly to come "D, to expectations.

¥4 it had the South Victnamese would
have been able “to hack ity? as Gen.
. Abrams put it, and beaten off North
Vicinamese ground onslaughts. .
And neither is there any question,
T despite the fuzzy denial by Defense
. Secretary Taird, that our intelligence
apparatus - misread all s;gnals from
+ North Vietnam. The offensive power of
. Hanol was totally underestimated, in-
© cluding its tank, artillery and antiair-
craft. strength. .
Nixon's
Sute, this is

Oftfer fo Hanoi

all water over the dam,
. put it is relevaut. Had the Comn}umst

jnvasion been checked, there obviously
would have been no necessity for the
U.5. to earry gea and air
to the morth, with .the attendant .risk

;"‘—gcneration of peace”
gestures o Peking and Moscow.

) .But there is another tangential as-
peet to the carrying of the war to North
Vietnam that is far more pertinent and
even more perplexing.
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night announcement of his harbor min-
ing and rail interdiction decision. He of-
fered a “ceasefire throughout Indochina”
to accompany Amecrican military disen-
gagement from the war on release of
American PWs,

This ceascfire proposal was sup-
posed to be a most generous offer. But
to this date, its terms have been shroud-
ed in deliberate ambiguity. Clearly it
was unacceplable to Hanoi if it required
the withdrawal of all North Vietnamese
troops from South Vietnam. For that
reason there have been hiuts here that
the offer could be a ceascfire based on

the present ground positions of the bulk -

of the invading forces. :
What goes on in this juggling of

semantics is almost beyond comprehen-

sion. But something is in the wind and

it definitely does not jibe with the tough

by -
Nixon and Laird among others previ- -

anti-invasion language delivered

ously.

Any negotiations with UHanol were

supposed 1o be out until North Vietnam
withdrew all the forces that launched
the “massive invasion” of  March
across -the demilitarized zone.

Currency.for a Rumor

A ceasefire leaving the Hanol Reds
in strategic positions they mnow hold
within South Vietnam could scarcely
contribute to ‘the cause of an honorable

peace as envisioned by Nixon, Yet for .

some unfathomable reason the adminis-
tration—including presidential adviser
Henry Kissinger—have allowed this pos-
sibility to be bandied about by de-empha-
sizing as a must the withdrawsal of all

_ Communist troops from South Vietnam.

_ We bring up ‘these points of contro-
versy because they involve issucs of
policy separate from the military effort-
to halt the flow of war materiel into-
North Vietnam. There is a strained
effort in the administration to silence
critics of these aspects as well as crities-
of the- expanded U.S. air and naval
involvement. S

Bragged of Vietnamization

We have, for example, Treasury
Secretary. Connally accusing  Senate
Democrats of “placing parlisan. polilics
above the interests of this nation.” And
Defense Secrctary Laird saying, “This
is no time for quitters or for a lot of
talk about instant gurrender.”’ Ile said

“he was convinced the American people -,
Gen. Abrams and our ,mcn-,m.

sgupport
opposing

Abrams is
again, with an

Communist agpression.”

the general who time ar}d
echo from Nixom, sai
Vietnamization was a success and }t)he
troops of South Vietnam were capa t1e,
on the ground, of keeping their country
safe from Red aggression.

1972 Neither,
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in itself cannot be -elimi-
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" UPI photo

The Newport News—heavy cruiser on

duty near Haiphong. '

Nixon’s 1968 pledge to end the war, for
he “had a plan” that would do just ihat
nor the horrific mess in our intelligence
setup, including the CIA with its ignor-
ance of the vast Soviet-suppliedl, arsenal
of of‘.fensive weapons available for the
invasion. -- o

. Whether this war will be won, losi

.or compromised is still up in the air de-

spite _all. the flamboyant rhetoric. Which
way it is going to go for the next few
months will not depend on how bellicose
the Soviet statements are to the U.S.
erackdown on Red shipping, but on what -
the North Vieinam invading divisions -
do before Jue, An Loc and Kontum. .-



"their

Approved For Release 2001/03
t ]

T O YUEETEI T SRNRY SRy

~ Fast,

" By ORR KELLY
Star Staft Writer

. The American effort to seal
off North Vietnam from the
rest of the world has forced
Jeaders it Hanoi to make a
critical decision almost imme-
diately on the future course of
the war, in the view of top

. administration officials. .
The North Vietnamese must -

cither decide fo call off their
offensive in the South or take
the chance that almost all of
army might hecome
Strandea without fucl, ammu-
nition or even food, according.
to this analysis. ’

Although the renewed ene-
my attack in An Loc yoster-
day, with 7,000 artillery shells"
fired, could be a sign that the
North Vietnamese have decid-
ed to go for broke, the arca
‘being watched most closely is
‘near the northern border.

1If the North Vietnamese
304th, 308th and, * possibly,
325-C divisions renew the at-
tack in an attempt to take the
‘city of Hue, it wil be a clear
signal that the leaders in Ha-
-noi have decided to take the
‘heavy risks involved in con-
tinuing their. military ‘effort in

* the Souih.

May Find Alternatives

Pentagon experts on Viet-
‘nam have no doubt that the
_North Vietnamese, who have
proved extraordinarily re-
sourceful in the past, can find
ways to obtain the supplies
they need and move . them
South. This was the prediction
“made to President Nixon by
the Central Intelligence Agen-

shortly afler he assumecd

\/?{fice. : )
But the administration rca-

soning is that any effort to
‘adapt to the new circum-
stances will take time and
Jnight well involve not only the
development of new supply
routes but adoption of a much
different strategy for fighting
the war,

The efforts to develop a new
supply system to get around
the American air and sea at-
‘tacks whould have to involve
different ways of receiving
-supplies from other countrics
as well as new methods of
‘moving supplies within North
Vietnam.
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Fast, Vital De
- Forced on H

~‘campaign of 19658, supply

routes were shifted so that
much of the foreign war mate-
viel came down by rail and
road {rom China. li some cas-
es ships that normally would
have used the port of Iai-
phong unloaded their supplies
in southern China and the

goods were then moved by

land.

U.S. planes are now making
heavy attacks on the two rail
lines that conneet Hanoi with
China and on the supply routes
that lead south toward the bat-
tle front. In the past the North
Vietnamese have proved ex-
tremely able in replacin
bombed-out roads and bridges
or building multiple bypasses.
In some cases hridges have
been built underwater to make
them difficult to find and de-
stroy.

Administration officials are
very reluctant to make any
guesses about how long the
North' Vietnamese might kecp
on fighting with the supplics
they Have on hand. “This all
depends, they say, on how in-
tense the fighting is and, espe-
cially, on the rate they use up
critical ‘supplies like fuel and

lubricants,

While the attempt to isolate
North Vietnam may neither
end nor win the war, adminis-
tration officials are hopeful
that it will permit the final
withdrawal of American
forces and leave irec present
Saigon government relatively
intact, at Jeast for the time
heing. .

Kissinger’s Views

Both Henry A. Kissinger,
White - House adviser on na-

‘tional security affairs, and De-

rense  Secretary Melvin R.
Laird, c¢mphasized the impor-
tance ot the decision that must
be made in Hanoi in talking to
reporters {his week, .

Kissinger, asked during a
press conference Tuesday how
long the North Vietnamese
could keep up their current
offensive, said decisions must
he made hefore the supplies
run out.

“It is unlikely that anybody
would iuin down his supplies to
the zero level before he made
another decision,” Kissinger
said. “Now, at what point that
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difficull to-predict. We do nof™
believe lnat anything that was
done will affect {he hattle that
may now be iaking place in
the next three weeks. It could

affect and -should affect the
nex{ round.” -

Enemy Must Decide

Laird, asked a similar ques-
tion at a press conference on
Fednesday, said:

-“The cffect upon the battle
area wili be whether or not the
enemy makes the decision to
continue an all-out effort and
go to zero as far as their sup-.
plies are concerned or wrether
they feel that because of the.
interdietion or the stoppage of
supplics that they can antici-’
pate in the future, this will
have. an effect upon the level
of batiic in the particular
area. : :

“. ¢ 1 am not prepared 1o
read those intentions, whether
they are willing to go for
broke in four or five weeks or
whether they are willing 1o use
their supplies in a much more
measured manner depending
upon the success or failure as
they see it of the supply move- '

ment and the logistics move-
- ment into North Victnam.”

While the North Vietnamese
leaders  have managed to

maintain & very high degree of-

security about their decision
making, there obviously has
long bheen a struggle within the
leadership over whether to
fight a long, protracted guer-
rilla-type struggle, to carry on
- a major conventional olfensive.
like that now under way or to
concenirate on efforts to build
up the North Vietnamese econ-
omy, :
American experts assume
that the mining ¢f the nation’s
barbors, the shelling of its
shores and the renewed bomb-
ing have all served to intensify
this internal debate,
Pentagon Press Spokesman
Jerry W, Friedheim said today
(that no apparent attempt had
heen made by any of the 31
foreign ships remaining in

‘Haiphong harbor to run the -

-minefield, Five-ships left in
the last few hours hefore the
mines hecame active yestor-
day morning, -

w4
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“American destroyers and the
“South Vietnamese destroyer-
- eseort which have established
-a picket line across the Tonkin
.Gulf have not had to notify

T UEEUIREE et St Al e Tt Tl ST SR S
M ’ .+ “Cooling It” Indicated
* E 5 [} @ B"E ! So far, he said, the three

any ships of the presence of
the mines. This would indicate
that the 12 Russian and 13
ships of other couniries be-
lieved headed toward Hai-
phong have received orders to
*eool it” until the situation is
clarified.

Friedheim said he saw no
special significance in a report
from Tokyo by the Associated
Press that a Soviet cruiser and
a  missile-carrying destroyer
had been scen sailing south
through the Tsushima Strait
helween Japan and Kora. He
said movements of Soviet ves-
scls in those waters arc not
unusual. .

The report was attributed to
ihe Japanese Defense Agency.
A spokesman for the agency
told the AP the ships were
fraveling at only about 10
knots, and fhe cruiser’s maxi-
mum speed is 34 knots.
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